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Installation of production shafts underway

he Design-Buld team completed
its test shalt program and 15
now in the early stages of installing
production shafts in the river for the
cable-stayed bridge’s main fowers

“For the last few months, the De-
sign-Builder has performed several
test shafts to verify design load
capacities and prove procedures for
mstalling permanent dnlled shafts in
the nver,” said Brvan Jones, project
spokesman, “The test program was
a cntical element to confirm design
calculations and construction tech-
niques before proceeding to perma-
nent shalis.™

The test program also served as
traming for workers to improve
efficiency before permanent work
began

The contractor continues to make

progress in the construction of the
conventional bidges along the
project ahgnment. Substructure
construction activities continue on
Bridge 8, Bndge 7 and Bndge 6 on
the east bank. Brndge & 15 nearest to
the 1.8, 61 accass south of St Fran-
cisville. Piles are also being dnven
on Bridee 2 across the Big Cajun 11
rallroad spur on the west bank

Hill Bros. Construction, the earth-
work subcontractor, has completed
clearing and grubbing activihies.

“Favorable weather conditions have
allowed grading and dranage work
to progress well the last several
months on both sides of the nver,”
Jones said, “In areas where drainage
and grading work has been complet-
ed, the subcontractor s spreading
wrass seed to deter erosion dunng
the wet winter months.™



Students study bridge construction

elementary students at Bains Elementary

School in 5t. Francisville are studving the
construction, engineenng terms and how the bridee
will aftect therr daily lives when it 15 complete

ﬁ s the Audubon Bndge project progresses,

“The bridge project is a big event in our own
backyard”, says Manornie Dubea, teacher of fourth
and fifth grade pifted classes at Bains Elementary.
“Many of my students have heard their parents talk
about the project and are curious to learm more.”

According to Dubea, the students have compared
different bridee types, studied where they are located

and researched equipment and matenals necessary for

cable-stayed bridge construction.

“We studied the famous Golden Gate Brndge in San
Francisco and discussed why, as a suspension bridge,
it 15 sumular yet different from the Audubon Brndge,”
Dubea said

Using a vaniety of matenials, students designed and
built their own small models of the bridee. Some

used cardboard, wood, foam, plastic, Lewo blocks and

even food!

Project manager Chuck Duggar and project
spokesman Brvan Jones recently visited the school
and presented information about how the bnidge 15
being bwlt

Topics included the kinds and amount of matenals,
equipment, worker safety and the imeline woward
completion, To demonstrate the importance of
safety on the job. a student volunteer was outfitted
with safety equipment required on the construction
site including hardhat, vest, protective glasses and
flotation device

A questien and answer period followed with students
mgquinng about wildhfe preservabion, strength of the
bridge in the event of hurricane-force winds and why
each speaker chose their professions.

“The project’s website has proven to be the most
exciting tool the students have used,” sad Dubea
“MNow weeks into our lesson, the kids are amazed to
view the updated construction photos and the live
web cam of the work site.”

Jones smid the classroom visit doubled as pilot for an
educational outreach imtiative the TIMED Program
will launch early next year called TIMED (o Learn.

“1t 15 important students at all levels are aware
of and engaged in the construction projects
happening in their
neighborhoods,™
Jones said
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Audubon construction: a photo essay

Clackwise from top left: & orew warks o place an undenground drainage plpe acmoss the madway allgnment; ples are driven in the constructian of Bridge
2, the 3,847 foot bridqe acrass the B Cajun IF railmad spur, a coew peepares 2 steel casing In the instafation of permanenit dilled shafis; a view fram the leeee
an the west bank of the river across the batiuee; ebar einforcement cages fr the bridge foundation’s permanent deilled shafts
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TIMED Program overview

he Audubon Bridge 28 mules of the corndor
project is one of sixteen  between the Mississippi state
projects in the Lowsiana  line and [-20, including a

TIMED Program new Tensas River bridge at
Clayton,
The 54.9 allhwon TIMED
{Transportanon Infrastructure In FY 2007, the Program
Model for Economic witnessed many milestones Another project complete: State. laca! and pjeri
Development) Program is the and successes. More than aiffictals cit the ibban on the LA 15 comider
aingle larpest transportation §793 million in construction
program in state history and 15 began: 13 sepments totaling Lowmsiana, On any given day, some
designed to stimulate economic 96 miles statewade. The Program 1, 2000 Lowsiana residents can be
growth across Lowsiana through  completed 62 additional miles, found on TIMED projects
an investment in transportation bringing the total to 215. The
infrastructure Program also exceadad the 53 FY 2008 promises to be another
illion mark in investment year of progress with $724 millien
On October 2, the Program marked in construction expected to begin
the completion of the seventh The Program conbinuss 1o
TIMED project: the widening of employee thousands of Louisiana  For more information on the
LA 15 in northeast Louisiana. The  residents. In FY 2007, 87 Program, visit www timedla.com

LA 15 project included wadening  percent of all workers were from or call (366) 346-3352,
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