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Judge

‘orders
- work
on lock
to stop
ﬁ?ﬁ“z@%%%

By Mark Schlelfstain
Star writer

The Army Corps of Engi- -

neers must halt all work on wid-
ening the Industrial Canal lock

in New Orleans until it reconsid-

ers the project’s environmental
impaet, a federal dlStI'lCt judge
ruled Tneaday:

_ “The court finds that the
corps failed to take a ‘hard look’
at the environmental impacts
and consequences of dredging
and digposing of the eanal's con-

. taminated. aednne_nt and, Bhould_ X .

revisit the project:

ligh oy
‘cent catastrophic evetita,” us”

- Distriet. Judge Elden Fa]]un
wrote in his ‘opinion; referring to

the effects of Hurrlcane Ka-

| Garbage trucks will

use robotic arms

By Micheile Krupa
Staff writar

In perhéps the largest City
Hall contracts ever awarded to
minority-owned firms, Mayor

Ray Nagin handed deals Thurs-

In awards he

day totaling $25 million to two
Afriean- Ameriean-owned trash
haulers, the only two companies
that hid to provide robot-as-
gisted trash pickup across mom.

~ of New Orleans.

Though Nagin insisted that
user foos will not increase un-
der the deals, the eontracts re-
flect a price increase of nearly
40 percent compared with the
current $18 million citywide
contract held by Waste Man-
agement, which originally
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REBOOT Mxorosoft oancels N.C

called for twic
garbage pickup
250,000 household
waa revised after
flood to provide o
service to about 1
for the same price,

Nagin said th
tracts, which go int

"2 to 100,000 hous

clude new technolo
keep the city clean

See TRASH,

House weaker
vous hewon’t
raswgn posz‘

'By'charlas Bablngton
The Washington Post

. u'g PNSDL




3] DfE

FRIDAY, CCTCBER 6, 2006 THE TIMES-PICAVUNE | A~9

-

LOCK, frone 4-1

F@cn._ mmmnmﬁﬁmﬂ ﬁ&aw Emm Em
Iawsuit askdng that the project
be reviewed. The neiphborhood
group, concerned about disrup-
tions from the $764 million con-
struetion project, had worked
against it in tandem with envi-
ronmental groups concerned
about contamination of the wa-
terway

“What I hope is that they will
not go forward at all with the
Industrial Canal project,” Da-
shiell said, “and that they would

reassign the money to hufricane -

protection, upprading the le-
vees, infrastruciure replace-
ment, repair of the sewer sys-
tem. That would be ideal ™

Dashiell zaid that if the corps
derides to reassess the environ-
mental effects of the project
with an aim at restarting con-
struction, the projeet should
alsc go E@cmw an independent.
DEET PEvIew,

“That's one of the wmnudn_m of

recent calls for corps reform,

~and that absolutely has to wmw-

pen,” she said.
Port criticizes ruling

The Port of New Orleans,
which owne the lock and leases
it to the corps, urged the corps
to take whatever legal or envi-
ronmental steps neeessary to
restart the project.

“The ruling will further delay

& project that is vital to the na-
tional commeree that flows on
the Intraevastal Canal from
Texas to Florida, and to New
Orleans marjtime businesses lo-
cated in the port’s Inner Har-
bor,” said a statement Hmmcmn by
port officials.

“The Gulf Intracoastal Canal
Aszpeiation estimates that for
every 24 hours that the lock is

" closed, the nation’s transporta-

tion industry loses $500,000,”
the statement said. “Before Ka-
trina, about 5,000 direct 2nd in-
direet jobs relied on deepwater
shipping to the port’s Inmer
Harbor, and the lock repiace-
ment profect is essentizl to re-
taining those jobs in the long
guuu

The corps will comply with
Fallon's order to stop work on
the project, but it hasn™t de-
cided whether to appeal the de-
cision, said Kathy Gibbs,
mw.uw@aﬂ oman for the ageney's
New Orleans District. That de-
cision will be made in eoordina-

tion with the Umwmiﬂmwﬁ of

Justice, she said.

The eorps has studied Ec__m
ernizing the lock, which allows
ships and w_E.w.mm to enter the
Industrial Canal from the Mis-
sissippi River, since the 1960,

At that time, navigation de-
lays were eommon because of a
high volume of traffic in the lock
and because the St. Claude,
Claiborne and Florida avenue

CONTINUED

Jobs depend on project, port warns

bridges over the canal are not
opened for ship traffic during
morning and afternoon rush
heurs.

. In March 1997, the corps
completed werk on an environ-
mental impact statement that
looked at three alternatives:
doing nothing, replacing just
the St. Claude bridge with one
high enovgh not to bleek ship-
ping, and building a wider,
deeper lock,

The existing lock is 75 feet
wide, 640) feet long and 31% feet
deep. The corps decided on
building a newlock that would
be 110 feet wide, 1,200 feet long
and 36 feet deep, and also wonld
reguire the dredging of a tem-
porary bypass chanhel during
eonstruection. The work would
require the dredging and dis-
posal of 3 million exbie yards of
sediment and soil.

Relgase of toxins

In its environmental
statement, the corps acknowl-
edged that some toxic materi-
als, including heavy metais and
polychlorinated aromatic hydro-
carbone, or PAHs, would be un-
covered during the dredging.

The plan was to dispose some
of the material along the Missis-
gsippi River-Gulf Gutlet as part
of a wetlands-building preject,
mitigating the effects of the
new lock construetion, and to
dispose some of the more eon-

taminated material in a dredg-
ing disposal area protected by
berms, alse along the MR-GO,

The Holy Cross Neighbor-
irood Association, later joined
by the Gulf Restoration Net-
work and the Louisiana Envi-
ronmental Action Network,
filed suit to stop the corps in
2043, arguing that the hazard-
ous waste could be released
during the dredging and its dia-
posal and could endanger Lake
Pontehartrain and the areas
where it would be deposited
along the MR-GQ,

In 20, Failon agreed to sus-
pend the lawsuit to let the corps
test the sediment further. But in
Febrary of this year, Fallon re-
opened the case after the corps
notified him that it planned to
restart construction. The Heoly
Cross group then told Fallon
that residents were returning to
the community after Katrina

and conld still be exposed to the

toxic materials,

Om Mareh 22, the project op-
ponents again asked Fallon fo
stop work on the project, argu-
ing that a new issue to consider
was whether the corps plan for
containing hazardous wastes
eould withstand hurricanes, in
light of the devastation caused
along the MR-G(O by Katrina,

A new reslity

Fallon, who was appointed to
the bench in 1995 by President

Clinton, ruled against the corps’
request that he only consider
information contained in the
ageney’'s officlal record of deci-
gion, predating the storm.

*The effects of Hurrieane Ka-
trina have exposed the inade-

‘guaey of the corps planning

and analysis,” Fallen wrote.
“Moreover, in the year since
Hurricane Katrina, loeal eir-
cumstances have drastically
changed: the future of the MR-
GO iz in doubt; the location,
height and significance of the
levees are heing re-evaluated;
and priorities are shifting from
the transportation needs of the
community to the restoration of
basie infrastructure.”

To ignore those facts is to ig-
nore reality, Fallon said, adding
that before Katrina, the dis-
posal site the corps was to use
was surrounded by the levees
next to the MR-GO, and a2 Na-
tional Science Foundation re-
port found there were 17
breaches in those levees,

fiven the eorps recognizes

" that circumstances have

changed, Fallon said, referring
to a decision this month to dis-
pose of contaminated sediment
dredged from another part of
the eanal in a jandiil] approved
for the disposal of industrial
wastes, .

“The corps’ eurrent actions
suggest that it may have ai-
ready sbandoned the position it

seeks to defend in this case,”
FaMon satd. “In any event, Hur-
ricane Katrina has exposed the
inadequacies of the EIS and
raised questions about the im-
portance and priority of the
whole project.”

Failon was careful to limit his

" ruling to requiring an environ-

mental reassessment. The Na-
tional Environmental Policy Aet
does not require the corps to
base a final decision on such a
project solely on whether it is
damaging to the environment,
he satd. It only requires that
the anvironmental issues be
properly addressed.

Aaron Viles, a apokesman for
the Gulf Restoration Netwoarlk,
praised the ruling.

“It's been a bad ides econom-
ically since the beginning, and
considering the wide range of
more important projects facing
the corps teday, this projeet
gshould long ago have been
deauthorized,” he said.

Little work, other than the
corps sediment testing pro-
gram, has been conducted on
the project during the past two
years. Congress authorized only
$10 million for the project in fis-
cal year 2005, and the Bush ad-
ministration requested ne
maoney for the project in its fis-
cal year 2006 budget.

*absdade

Mark Schieifstein can be resched at
mschlefstein@dmespicayune.com or
(504} 826-3327.
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between $3 million to $4 million,
a price he said his administra-
tion, presumably through a
realioeation of existing tax dol-
lars, is willing to shoulder for
::b_”.wmmmmmzﬁmm levels of serv-
iee,” including global-position-
ing systems to track garbage
trucks and satellite linked bar
cades to loeate missing trash
bins.

But compared with the city’s
current $18 million-per-vear

hours, their pockets are going
to be burning deep.””

Nagin also touted the deals
for thejr opportunity to empley
loeal workers. Even with the
use of mechanized arms to on-
load the contents of unifermly
designed trash bins, three sani-
tation workers, including a
driver, still will be needed for
every garbage truck, rendering
the serviee “semi-antomated.”™

Wnonds said the trmoka are

Orleans’ oldest neighborhoods.
But he said the robotic arms
will not reach over parked cars
or other obstacles to collect the
bins; instead, workers will place
them within easy reach.

Metre Dispesal will try to
hire Iocal workera, partieularly
former Regional Transit Au-
thority workers who recently
were laid off, Woods said.

City officials plan to kick off

an mfarmatinnal romniaicn in

sites aeross the city to register
and to choocse a trash-can size
— 30, 60 or 95 gallons — which
the eity’s contractors will pro-
vide at no charge, White said.

Many questions

White said she expects to set-
tle by November several ques-
tions about how the new service
will work, inciuding what price

contractors will charge resi-
Anrto srha aarned Fa hoasar A A

Though the two haulers
awarded Thursday are the first
new conitractors to handle the
city’s trash-colleetion agree-
ment in two decades, they have
been mainstays on the deat for
several years. Under the most
recent extension of the eity’s
garbage contract with Waste
Management, Richard's Dis-
posal Inc. handled 19.5 pereent
of the work; Metro Disposal
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