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Officer Ryan Leblanc and Office Tyrone Banks patrolling eastbound traffic

tion, the bridge’s active commercial and private traffic aug-
ments the risk factor. With the next closest crossing located
12 miles away and daily traffic counts of up to 50,000, the
Huey P. Long Bridge is one of three major Mississippi River
crossings in the New Orleans metro area. Many commuters
and businesses rely on the bridge to traverse the river.

Studies by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), a
division of the United States Department of Transportation,
show that more than 1,000 people die in work zones nation-
ally each year, and that one in three work zone crashes is
a rear-end collision. FHWA also indicates that areas where
traffic is entering or leaving work zones are the most dan-
gerous because drivers are jockeying for position.

On the Huey P. Long Bridge, a disconnect between what
motorists find to be a safe speed and what speed is safe for
construction crews is evident. In a poll question posted on
the Huey P. Long Bridge Widening Project’s Web site, people
were asked if they found speeding to be an issue on the
bridge. The answer was a resounding no. However, in an e-
mail from Ray Thompson, a regular motorist on the bridge,
he stated, “I have been passed in early morning hours by
vehicles in excess of 60 mph. Some of these speed demons
seem like they are in some kind of race. It’s the famous rat
race; they haven't realized that there are never any winners,
no trophies. They just don't getit. | don't know what they are
trying to prove, but it’s scary.”

€ ¢ | 1ave been passed in early morning
hours by wvehicles in excess of
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are trying to prove, but it’s scary. b
A caller inquiring about lane closure information comment-
ed how she is passed up by cars at nighttime on her way
home. She described how on one occasion she sped up to
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figure out how fast the cars passing her were going, and as
she reached 55 mph she decided to retreat.

In an effort to keep motorists and construction crews safe,
a number of solutions have surfaced. Among some of the
solutions that have emerged during discussions:
« Increase police enforcement
« Constant moving roadblock by police at the posted
speed limit
+ Decrease speed limit to 35 mph throughout the
project and not just on the superstructure
« Movable rumble strips
« Speed enforcement radar
+ 9a.m.-3 p.m. bridge closure

Police presence has increased and has been effective on
the approaches, but not in the work zone areas located on
the bridge, which is where safety is of the most importance.
Causeway Police Sgt. Roy Jacob firmly adds, “We do not tol-
erate unsafe driving and we will continue to properly cite all
violators.” In the meantime, while the best solution on how
to reduce speed is decided, the public will need to be edu-
cated on the dangers of speeding in work zones.

TIPS FOR MOTORISTS:

» When you see the “orange and black’, please be
extra cautious.

Warning signs will let you know what to expect.
Drums or cones will delineate your path of travel.
Flag persons will help direct you along the way.

Slow down and expect the unexpected.
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Maintain a safe distance on all sides of
your vehicle.

DID YOU KNOW?

Construction Progresses on Approaches and Roadway

West Bank

As the widening of Bridge City Avenue continues to unfold,
traffic has now switched to the new paved section. This sec-
tion stretches from the West Bank traffic circle to 6th St. From
this point, construction on the north side of Bridge City Av-
enue will begin kick starting Phase .

At the traffic circle, the bents that will support the west-
bound elevated roadway are completed. Once the girders
are installed and the deck is constructed and paved, it will
tie-in to the roadway that will be supported by the bents on
the south side of the traffic circle. This section will connect
to the paved section—currently not open to traffic—which
will carry the westbound US 90 traffic.

Deck installation and paving on the westbound approach
will begin in April.

East Bank
Phase | construction has been progressing smoothly. As of

Bents located on the West Bank traffic circle which will support the future westbound
elevated roadway.

February, pile driving is 35% complete and substructure
work (construction of columns and caps) is 10% complete.
The bulk of the work has been taking place on the east-
bound side of the bridge between Jefferson Highway and
River Road. Once pile driving is finished in this area, it will
moved to the westbound side of the bridge.

The construction of Pier IVA, the largest and final bent which
will transition the new roadway to the widened bridge su-
perstructure, is advancing. As of February, ten 9-foot diam-
eter drilled shafts have been placed. A drilled shaft is a deep
foundation that is constructed by placing fluid concrete in
a drilled hole. Along with the completed drilled shafts, the
footprint has been excavated and a concrete seal slab was
poured. Assuming the river recedes, footing and column
construction will begin with the placement of reinforcing
steel and concrete.

East Bank
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I— Existing Deck Truss Spans

VIV

Drainage work on the north side of Jefferson Highway be-
gan in this month. The right wesbound lane will be closed
between the Jefferson Highway overpass and St. George Av-
enue during construction.

Widening of Bridge Substructure is
Recognized by the
American Concrete Institute

The American Concrete Institute (ACl) Louisiana Chapter
presented the Huey P. Long Bridge Widening Project with an
Award of Excellence. The award was given in recognition of
outstanding and innovative use of concrete products in
Phase | - main support (piers) widening.

Congratulations to everyone involved on a job well done.
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Wayne Lemoine

Role on project:

Senior Bridge Inspector. | oversee the
entire inspection of bridge operations.
This includes all the work performed
on the ground and on the bridge.

Brief bio:

I was born and raised in New Orleans. In
1968, | started working for LaDOTD as a
surveyor. After 10-12 years of working
as a surveyor, | switched to bridge
inspection where | worked my way up
to become a supervior. During my 33
years of work with LaDOTD, | worked
on various projects like the Greater
New Orleans Bridge, the Luling Bridge
and Westbank Elevated Expressway. |
retired in 1999, and after a short two-
year retirement, Boh Brothers hired
me as a superintendent to work on the
levees.

e.com for the latest

What attracted you to this project?
Since my work experience had been
mostly bridge work, | was approached
by LaDOTD while working for Boh
Bothers. | jumped at the chance to
come on board this project. | love the
physical work involved in working on a
bridge. Also, my grandfather worked on
the original construction of the bridge
as arivet buster.

What has been most rewarding aspect
of your role on this project?

Passing along the knowledge to young
inspectors.

What has been the most challenging
obstacle you have faced since working
on the project?

Everthing | have encountered thus far
has been typical problems encountered
while working on bridges.

project information,

photos and updates.

If you weren't working on the
Huey P. Long Bridge, what would
you be doing?

I would be enjoying my second
retirement.

What is your favorite thing about
the Greater New Orleans Area?

The waterways, food and culture that
this area offers.

HUEY P. LONG

BRIDGE WIDENING

Public Outreach Office
4910 Pontchartrain Rd.
Jefferson, LA 70121
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