Florida Avenue vzmmm to boost home values
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ST. BERNARD officials ro_u.m construction
of the long-delayed Florida Avenue bridge

and yoadway will kickstart parish property

vahres, which have leng lagged behind
other areas arounid New Otleans.

State Department of Transportation and
Development officials unveiled plans for

the $180 million project Feb. 17, Work is .

set to begin in spring 2006 and could be
finished in 2009.

“I't seems like 1 was a-kid whén this

thing started,” said St. Bernard Parish
President Henry “Junioc” Rodriguez.

“I'm elated that we are finally ﬁoﬁm to see

something happening.” :

- Officials have long blamed traffic conges-
tion and evacuation problems for lowering
property values in the parish,

Between 1999 and 2004, the average sell-
ing price of 2 home in St. Bernard increased
25.9 percent from $95,574 to-$120,344,

The population temained fairly level during

that period at about 67,004 wnm:mn:ﬂm,
mnnow&bm to the U.S. _Dn:m:m Burean.
“Property values have always been

lower rm_.m H?E in E_un—. Eﬁm &. Ssﬂ.h
said Mike (PBrien, a real estate agent with

Prudential Gardner i in St. Bernard. “I’s
always been that way®

The Drleans Parish wawn_mﬂ.u: has
mnnm&; decreased in recent years yet
home prices increased. The average price
of 2 home sold in Orleans Parish
increased 38.6 percent from- $146,901 to

. ) .
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$203,642, even Eo:mr wom.:_m:c: fell to
469,032 at the _unm:.._.::m of 2004 m._dE
about 484,674 in 1999.

- For the greater New Orleans area, which
includes Orleans, Jefferson, Ew&:mﬁ_ﬁ:mm

St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St.
Jobn, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa and

,.‘.._mm*:bmﬁo: parishes, the average home sale

price rose 30.4 percent from m—mw am_n__ n’

1899 to $181,870in 2004.
Once the bridge wwo._nn_ is- mcEv_nnn

Dﬁﬂ:%%ﬁgﬂa«%ﬁéhﬁw
“Because it will alleviate the ﬂ.»mmP it

will encourage more peoplé to come here,”

he said. “It will also encourage- wmcw_n to
.Wammnﬁ.ﬁ:.:cmummﬁnm_uumiu:& SR

L St. wmzﬁn&grmmmﬁ@nuﬁﬁaﬁmm .
PEENEEET 8t menmw Avenue, North Clajborne.

Avenue and m..uﬂm m...bwm St. Claude Avenue

and North QEHH._.EW hﬂnﬂﬁm Tequire uwms_... . ‘
| 300 WHH_E: bartels, more than Saudi

. bridge spang: |

“Definitely, this will alleviate some cmcE
problems with: _.mmﬁn_ to n.mmmn Swmm....ﬂ.u:u:

-Rodriguer said. - : ‘
" The project Eﬁo?mm a mumm.mmﬁb.rnm%

next to the m_.wirumm.w at Eon&u ?.ﬁﬂ:m.

%«_nw!unm. ._._Smﬁ &
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U.S. State department officials dismissed
the assassination ....rmwmnm as absurd. -

“These accusations are false and ridicu-
lous," said Richard Boucher, spokesman

for the U.S. State Department. “The idea

that we want to mm.u rid D*. the Venezuelan

| president is smply wrong.”

Chavez announced iast EommH his coun-

‘ﬁﬁb_mSm&Qﬁc“nrﬁﬂmmForﬁﬁmrn ‘
~ would seek to divert oil shiptoents to China.

However, Venezuelan officials immedi-
ately began backtracking on the idea
Venezuela would stop selling oil to the

.GE_& States.

" “Venezisela has been, sﬁmm_&ﬁi?»

‘a reliable supplier to the United States” said
‘ .‘,ﬂgnﬂhmmb Foreign Minister Ali Rodriguez.

“Venemielz has the _E.Mmmﬁ proven oil and ‘

- m»m reserves of any country in the Western
. Hemisphere at close to 75 billicn barrels.
- Combined with reserves of extra-heavy
. crude oil from the ¢ouniry’s Orinoco Belt -

oil felds, total Veneruelan reserves exceed

Arabia’s proven reserves of around 260 bil-

‘ _.55 barrels of cil.

In December, Venczuela mzﬁvm_mm 1.6
HE.:E: barrels per day to the United States
— more mﬁb any other nQ.EEm En_:&hm .
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